Vidui
The Jewish tradition has a prayer of confession,
which should be recited by the rabbi or elder
family member together with the person who is
so severely ill as to be near death. This does not
mean that all hope for recovery is lost, rather that
the recitation of this confession should ease the
mind and reduce the anxiety while at the same
time asking for God’s forgiveness.

Brief version

If I die, may my death be an atonement for my sins.

Longer confession
for those with presence of mind:

I acknowledge before you my God and God of my
ancestors, that my healing and my death are in Your
hands. May it be Your will that You heal me with Refuah
Shelaima/full healing; and if I die, may my death be an
atonement for my sins before You. May my portion be in
Heaven, and may I be privileged to the world to come
reserved for the righteous.
Translations by Rabbi Joseph S. Ozarowski

Last
Moments

At the point of death, when it is perceived that the
soul is leaving the body, the following Biblical
verses may be recited:
Go, for God sends you. Go and God will be with
you. The Lord God will be with him/her and he/she will
arise.
May God bless you and keep you. May God cause His
face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you.
May God lift up His face toward you, and give you
peace.
At your right is the angel Michael. At your left is the
angel Gavriel. In front of you is the angel Uriel
Behind you is the angel Raphael. And above you is the
Sh’khinat El, the loving presence of God
Be strong and of good courage, do not fear or be
saddened, for your God is with you wherever you go.
God will guard you from all evil; God will guard your
soul. God will guard your coming and going, now
and forever.

Last
Days

Guide me, Holy One, on this final journey, Your hand
pointing the way, Your loving eye upon my face
As I seek my new dwelling.
Surround me with Your kindness, Embrace me with
tranquility; Sooth my fears with the surety of Your
care, Even as I release my tears to Your custody.
Then shall I find Your eternal gift of peace, Laid out
for my notice and my strength. Linger near, Holy
One, through these trials, Easing my way as I fly to
Your keeping.
From Flames to Heaven: New Psalms for Healing
and Praise. ©1998 by Debbie Perlman.

